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(Rii#%) One of the strongest (DEl Nifio events ever recorded has placed the lives of
26.5 million children at risk of malnutrition, water shortages and disease in ten

countries in Eastern and Southern Africa, the United Nations Children's Fund

(UNICEF) has reported.

“@Children face protection risks as families and communities move in search of

work, food, water and grazing land for animals. Children are also finding it difficult
to stay in school, due to hunger and/or lack of water,” UNICEF noted in a study on

the Eastern and Southern Africa region.

UNICEF added that it found that more than one million children are in need of
treatment for severe acute malnutrition. Moreover, water shortages remain a key
concern, with many health facilities and schools in critical need of improved water

supplies and sanitation facilities to enable the continuity of services.

El Nifio is the term used to describe the warming of the central to eastern tropical
Pacific that occurs, on average, every three to seven years. It raises sea surface
temperatures and impacts weather systems around the globe so that some places
recelve more rain while others receive none at all, often in a reversal of their usual

weather pattern. (2 1%)

Hi 8 . United Nations News Centre —El Nifio puts more than 26 million children at
risk in Eastern and Southern Africa — UNICEF
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54330 (2016.7.19 %)
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