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(MUnsafe food poses global health threats, endangering everyone. Infants, young children,
pregnant women, the elderly and those with an underlying illness are particularly

vulnerable.

Foodborne and waterborne diarrhoeal disease kill an estimated 2 million people annually,
including many children and particularly in developing countries. Unsafe food creates a
vicious cycle of diarrhoea and malnutrition, threatening the nutritional status of the most
vulnerable. Where food supplies are insecure, people tend to shift to less healthy diets and

consume more “unsafe foods” — in which chemical, microbiological and other hazards pose

health risks.

@Governments should make food safety a public health priority, as they play a pivotal role
in developing policies and regulatory frameworks, establishing and implementing effective
food safety systems that ensure that food producers and suppliers along the whole food

chain operate responsibly and supply safe food to consumers.

Food can become contaminated at any point of production and distribution, and the primary
responsibility lies with food producers. Yet a large proportion of foodborne disease incidents
are caused by foods improperly prepared or mishandled at home, in food service
establishments or markets. Not all food handlers and consumers understand the roles they
must play, such as adopting basic hygienic practices when buying, selling and preparing food

to protect their health and that of the wider community. (2 H5)

1) foodborne : B/ D

H# : World Health Organization: Fact sheet N°399, Nov 2014, Food safety: a public health
priority
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs399/en/ (2015.9.11 #EFR)
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